Message from the Outgoing Editor-in-Chief:
Farewell Message A fter serving as the Editor-in-Chief for the past three years, I am very pleased to turn over the editorial torch to Dr. Yi Qian who served as the Associate Editor-in Chief during this time. Dr. Qian has been a longtime IEEE volunteer and has all the experience needed to bring this magazine to a new level. I am very pleased that he has accepted my invitation to share his future vision of the magazine in this farewell message. Before this, however, I would like to briefly reflect on the past three years.
As Special Issues (SIs) and Feature Topics (FTs) continue to play a dominant role in publishing seminal articles that herald the trends and state-of-the-art coverage of emerging wireless technologies and fifth generation (5G) standards, my prime objective has been to solicit and select timely proposals from well-known researchers in these fields. Considering the fact that our Guest Editors are among the most well-accomplished researchers in their SI/FT proposed topics, some may not actually have experience in editorial activities. Therefore, to ensure that papers have been handled uniformly and with the outmost professionalism, I have prepared a comprehensive guideline for Guest Editors. The main purpose has been to ensure that the review process is handled in an expeditious manner and that Editors are clear and well versed in processing papers.
For each SI/FT we normally receive a large number of submissions (40-70). Due to our page limit constraint, I had to impose strict limits on the number of papers that we could include in each issue in order to make more room for open call papers. For this reason, our Guest Editors have had to face a serious dilemma of not being able to use all high-quality papers -despite positive feedback from reviewers. To accommodate high-quality SI/FT papers, as well as reduce the backlog of open call papers, we increased our page budget from 600 to 800, and this year I have requested an increase to 1000. However, reducing our backlog is not the only measure of the importance of a journal/magazine. I am very pleased that the publication impact factor of this magazine has been steadily rising from 4.148 in 2015 to 9.202 in 2017, and I am confident this trend will continue for years to come.
Our success would not have been possible without the support and dedication of our Editorial Board members and our reviewers. I would also like to express my sincere thanks to our Guest Editors for their tireless efforts in handling large numbers of submissions constrained by strict deadlines. As a result, every SI and FT has been published without delay and according to the original schedules.
My foremost gratitude goes to the IEEE staff, particularly Joseph Milizzo, Peggy Kang (the former managing editor), and Jennifer Porcello for their administrative support. I am also very thankful to our column editors for providing timely articles in wireless communications. I also would like to pay tribute to Professor Hsiao-Hwa Chen, the previous EiC, for his excellent job and his continued support during my tenure as the EiC. Lastly, I would like to thank the current and past VP Publications and the Directors of Magazines. In particular, I would like to thank Steve Gorshe, the Director of Magazines at the time, who appointed me to serve as the Editorin-Chief for this prestigious magazine. tors to improve the paper review process by shortening the turnaround time of submitted papers; provide strong support and mentorship for junior researchers to get involved in the magazine's Editorial Board and as reviewers to benefit their career progression and professional development; improve the reviewers' database for the magazine; and keep the magazine at the highest quality and impact. I look forward to working with the authors, reviewers, editors, and ComSoc support staff to maintain the magazine's highest standards and for further growth.
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